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Objectives

Purpose of a Trauma Registry

Recent changes in the UK



Purpose of a Trauma Registry

 Identification of individual patients for audit

Feedback on specific areas of performance
- Quarterly Report against RCS Standards

Research

 Information for patients and the public



Individual audit

Multi-disciplinary audit time precious

All patients = too many to be discussed

Lessons may be in unexpected survivors or deaths

Pre-Chart gives an illustration



System audit

Quarterly Report - topics from TARN members

Performance against accepted standards
- Head injury
- Pelvic fracture
- etc

Used as a focus for audit meetings

Trends with time



Research

Constrained by available data

Difficult to adjust for other factors

Can give important insights
- Trends in head injury outcome from 1989 to 2003 and

the effect of neurosurgical care: an observational study.
The Lancet 2005;366:1538-44

- Reconfiguration of head injury care in the UK



Information for the Public

Bristol Enquiry, Paediatric Cardiac Surgery

Culture of openness within NHS about clinical outcomes

National cardiac surgery outcomes available
- Results by unit and by surgeon

Healthcare Commission - national quality organisation

Media interest (newspapers, TV etc)



Implications for TARN system

Anonymity no longer acceptable

Outcome data should be available to healthcare
planners and the public

 Information presentation understandable



Stages of De-anonymisation Project

Strategy discussions with Healthcare Commission

Opinion from all TARN Member Chief Executives
- All approved plan

Development of new website

Review of website by TARN members

Public access



Current Website

Hospital level data

Explanation for the layman

Public access later this year













Effect of Public Access

Not known

? Increased public involvement in trauma care?

? Decreased clinician engagement in trauma audit?



Summary - Do we need TARN?

Traditional  uses of Trauma Audit
- Focus on individual cases
- Performance against clinical standards
- Research

New area - Public information


